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face of the fact that the same taste qualities cease to be
pleasing so soon as they cease to evoke these activities ?
Thus, one who likes sweet things finds the taste of sugar
pleasant so long as it subserves its normal function of
exciting the processes of ingestion ; but as soon as
repletion ensues, the tendency to mastication and degluti-
tion can no longer be excited by the sweet taste (for this
requires the co-operation of certain visceral conditions
which are abolished by repletion), and the mastication of
the sugar then ceases to be pleasant, and may even be-
come decidedly unpleasant, if for any reason we persist
in it.

It appears, then, that even in those instances most
favourable to the pleasure-pain theory, the facts are
difficult to reconcile with it, and are more consistently
in harmony with the opposite view, namely, that pleasure
and pain are always conditioned by the success and
failure of conation, respectively, And the superiority of
the latter view will be established if we can point to
instances in which activity is unmistakably independent
of pleasure and pain ; for by such instances, the pleasure-
pain theorist would be compelled to admit that his theory
of action holds good of some activities only, and that
others require a different theory for their explanation,
namely, the theory which makes feeling dependent on
conation and which seems quite adequate to the explana-
tion of the types of activity most favourable to the pleasure-
pain theory. Such instances we may find at the two
extremes of human behaviour; namely, in the actions
implying the highest moral effort and in merely habitual
actions. Whether or no we accept as true the story of the
voluntary return of Regulus to captivity and death, we all
recognise that it represents a possible type of conduct.
Now, while psychological hedonism has to explain such
conduct by supposing that Regulus was more averse to
the pains of remorse than to those of bodily torture and
death, the pleasure-pain theory is driven to suppose that
the contemplation of the heroic line of action yielded
Regulus a high degree of pleasure, and that this pleasure
impelled him to pursue this Ime of actioiveven though be
3*